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Delaware Volunteer Firefighter’s Association
Delaware Volunteer Firefighter’s Association Ladies Auxiliary
Conference 2016
Dover Downs Hotel and Casino
Thursday, September 15, 2016
JOINT OPENING CEREMONIES

8:30 AM        Call to order by M/C Warren Jones
· Introduction of the Past Presidents of our organizations

· Introduction of the current Presidents of our organizations
 

DVFA President, Joseph Zeroles
LADVFA President, Mary Frances Eisenbrey
DVFA 1st Vice President, Theodore Walius

LADVFA 1st Vice President, Lois Pearson
DVFA 2nd Vice President, Richard Perillo
LADVFA 2nd Vice President, Lynn Warner
· Introduction of the Color Guard to present colors
· Invocation by Pastor Bob Hudson
· DVFA/LADVFA Choir will sing our National Anthem
· Pledge to the flag by DVFA and LADVFA Presidents
· President Joseph Zeroles welcoming remarks and introduction of other officers
· LADVFA President Mary Frances Eisenbrey welcoming remarks and introduction of other officers
· Welcome from the Mayor of the City of Dover Robin Christiansen                   
· Welcome from Mark Hostetter, Fire Protection & Life Safety Technician at Dover Downs 
· Introduction of other guest
· President of State Fire Chief’s Association Phil Pennington
· President of the State EMS Association Jennifer Knox
· President of the State Fire Police Association Alvin Schmick
· Chairman State Fire Prevention Commission David Roberts

· Director of the State Fire School Robert “Biff” Newnam

· Fire Marshall of the State of Delaware Grover Ingle

· Introduction the Conference Executive Committee:

· DVFA  Chairman


John McKenzie 
· LADVFA Co-Chair


Lorraine Madden
· DVFA Co-Chair’s

          John Stevenson & Charles Frampton, Jr.
· LADVFA Co-Chair’s

          Stacy Northam-Smith & Patti Kiley
· Conference Secretary

Virginia Yeager

· Conference Treasurer

J. Allen Metheny
· Conference Advisor


Elmer Steele
Over the next few days you will undoubtedly come in contact with many friends and associates in the fire service and most notably our sponsors.  Please take a moment to personally thank them for their support.

I also hope you plan to spend some time with our exhibitors.  Like our sponsors these folks contribute to the success of our conference.

Introduction of Bruce Colburn and Jeff Buckworth, of PNC Bank, so they could make their Partners in Progress contribution of $5,000.00
Introduction of Karen Gebhart who will announce the 50 year LADVFA members:
F. Lillian Cleaver – Christiana

Joanna Catalino – Cranston Heights 


Margaret Peg Poppe – Delaware City  
Mary June Patterson – Delaware City

Mary Maxwell – Holloway Terrace

Linda Riddaugh – Odessa 

Karen Lepkowski – Odessa


Frances Hague – Talleyville

Linda Helie – Talleyville


Jane Radcliff – Talleyville 

Nancy Roy – Cheswold


Frances Chandler – Felton



Lois Pearson – Greenwood


Janice Robinson – Millville


Kay Willey – Milton
Introduction of Lynn Warner for the Ladies Auxiliary Hall of Recognition presentations:
Kent County, Vira Poore from Harrington 

Sussex County, Linda Cullen from Indian River
New Castle County, Jackie Guzzo from Hockessin
Past President, Karen Majewski from Good Will
Introduction of President Emeritus Bruce Ennis, who will announce the 50 year members:   (30)
Kent County;

Cheswold

Jackson E. Hutchins


Cheswold

George J. Pyott, Jr.
Citizens Hose

Jay P. Schuman


Felton


William A. Chandler

Sussex County;

Delmar

Robert F. Jones


Greenwood

Roy Peterman
Greenwood

Leon Rust



Memorial

Alan Jester
       Memorial

William F. Tobin


Milton


Donald W. Mills      
Seaford

Arthur B. Marvel

New Castle County;

Belvedere

Al Hackett



Christiana
       Lawrence H. DuHadaway, Jr.
Elsmere

Joseph Maloney


Holloway Terrace
Charles Sheridan
Holloway Terrace
John Stewart



Holloway Terrace
Howard Wilson

Holloway Terrace
Joseph Noble, Sr.


Holloway Terrace
James W. Bell

Holloway Terrace
George Greenley


Holloway Terrace
Joseph Kempista

Holloway Terrace
Paul Maxwell



Holloway Terrace
Earl Klinger, Jr.

Mill Creek

Michael Giroso


Mill Creek

Walter Mergenthaler, Jr.
Mill Creek

William Zeigler


Minquas

Charles O’Neal
    Port Penn

David Armstrong


Talleyville

Michael T. Hayes
Talleyville

John J. Hayes

M/C Warren Jones announced this year’s inductees to the Hall of Fame:   
· Heroic EMT of the Year – Minh Nguyen, Christiana Fire Co.
· Heroic EMT of the Year – Michelle Nguyen, Christiana Fire Co.
· Heroic Firefighter of the Year – Christopher Jarrell, Holloway Terrace Fire Co.
· Heroic Firefighter of the Year – Paul Riccio, Holloway Terrace Fire Co.

· Heroic Firefighter of the Year – Paul Maxwell, Holloway Terrace Fire Co.
· Fire Policeman of the Year – Marty F. Redington, Jr., Dagsboro Fire Co.
· Firefighter of the Year – Robert E. Taylor, Harrington Fire Co.
· Past President DVFA Assoc. – Anthony Guzzo, Hockessin Fire Co.
Alan Robinson announced this year’s scholarship winners:
Melissa Mahoney Roche


Charles Snow



Morgan Bell
Mark Sheridan



Alyssa Lucas-Foreman

Amber Shaffer

Jessica Eisenbrey



Jodie Powell



Jaimelee Jaquette
Haley Neal




Alexis Williams


Emily Majewski
Hailey Boots




Jenna Fox



Susan Maxwell
Joseph Ransone



Amanda Saville


Taylor Sullivan
Drew Fox




Shane Truitt



Quinn Ludwicki
Devon Bradley



Brian Keszler



Alexis Williams
Waldamere Poppe, III


Sarah Figgs



Quintin Boots
Nicholas Adams



Vincent Miller



Colin Justin Correla
Nicole McCarthy



Kyle Mench



Ryan Sipple
James Dennis



Joseph Pavlick


Steven Rozell
Matthew Marsella



Tyler Sipple



Jacob Miller
Brittney Jones



Francis Schoeffler, Jr.

Allison Lowe




Stephen Fox

Past President Bill Tobin presented awards to Mike Rush and Virginia Yeager for their dedicated service over the years towards the installation program. He also presented flowers to Virginia.

Carleton Carey, Sr. announced this year’s Non-Heroic Fireman of the Year: 
James A. Mood, Citizens’ Hose Company No. 1 of Smyrna was nominated for the DVFA Non-Heroic Fireman of the Year Award.
LOCAL SERVICE: Joined Citizens Hose on February 2, 1953, attained Life membership on December 31, 1968, attained Special Life membership on June 5, 2000, attained 50 Year member status with the DVFA on September 25, 2003.
POSITIONS HELD AT CITIZENS’ HOSE: Assistant Engineer for 4 years, Captain for 2 years, 2nd Assistant Chief for 3 years, 1st Assistant Chief for 1 year, Fire Chief for 6 years, Board of Directors for 18 years, Board of Trustee for 2 years, Vice President for 1 year, President for 4 years, 100th Anniversary committee, Bingo committee for over 20 years, attended 3,428 fire alarms to date.

SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY: Volunteer coach for the Smyrna/Clayton little league, Volunteer Cub Scout and Boy Scout leader for Pack and Troop 135, President of the Smyrna Swim Club for over 25 years, Volunteer for the Smyrna/ Clayton Heritage Association Annual Auction Benefit, Member of Duck Creek Historical Society and Smyrna Museum for over 25 years, Vice President of Duck Creek Historical Society, Active in building committee for St. Polycarp’s Catholic Church, Member of Smyrna Town Council for numerous terms, Chairman of Town of Smyrna Utility committee.
Jim retired from the Delaware State Police at the rank of Staff Captain after 25 years of service to the citizens of Delaware. After retirement, Jim was a salesman for JB Hunt Fire apparatus. He sold Hahn fire apparatus to numerous departments all over Delmarva. When Hahn closed, Jim became a salesman for KME Fire Apparatus and is still a representative for them. Jim also formed Delaware Fire Equipment, a company which sold fire equipment and serviced fire extinguishers. His son Kevin has opted to join his father into the business and added sales and installation of flag poles and flags on the Delmarva Peninsula.

The Citizens’ Hose Company No. 1 would like to nominate James A. Mood for 2016 Fireman of the Year. Jim is a valued member of our department and has dedicated his life to serving the residents of Smyrna and the surrounding communities. Jim is known throughout the State serving as a State Police officer, patrolling the highways and retired as driver for the Governor. Jim is also known as Mr. Smyrna for those who want to learn a piece of local history or know where a water line was installed years ago; he is the person they contact first.

Jim has been an important mentor to many of our Presidents and Chiefs, an individual that they can count on to offer a friendly suggestion or help if a piece of apparatus was down. Jim no longer rides the apparatus, but is still active in attending our monthly company meetings and driving our antique pumper in every parade where he gets the opportunity. 
Warren thanked the opening ceremonies committee and helpers.
Slide show presentation       “Delaware; Year in Review”
Introduce LADVFA Chaplain Jennifer Yoder for the benediction.
2016 DVFA CONFERENCE

Executive Meeting

Thursday, September 15, 2016
11:30 AM in Ball Room C of the Rollins Center
Call the business session to order by President Joseph Zeroles
Invocation offered by DVFA Chaplain Bob Hudson
Pledge to the flag led by Past President Anthony Guzzo
Conference appointments by President Zeroles:



    

· Credentials: Earle Dempsey, Sta. 55, Ron O’Neal, Sta. 83, Les Warrick, Sta. 14
· Sergeant at Arms: John Fox, Sta. 21, Ducky Reed, Sta. 20, Steve White, Sta. 49, Harold Brode, Sta. 50, Dominic Messina, Sta. 80, Ed Schaffer, Sta. 82, Ken McMahon, Sta. 12  

· Committee to visit the ladies: Ron Marvel, Sta. 87, Ray Stevens, Sta. 88

Charles Stevenson, Sta. 77 

· Parliamentarians:  Willard Betts, Sta. 49, Jasper Lakey, Sta. 15, Guy Hudson, Sta. 90 
CONFERENCE GROUND RULES AND CONDUCT

No hats, all cell phones and pagers are to be turned off or placed in the silent mode. In order to speak, rise to be recognized by the Chair, proceed to the nearest microphone, state your name and the fire company that you are representing.
Special Guest:
John Lattomus gave a brief talk and video presentation on the Delaware Burn Camp

LADVFA President Eisenbrey and her Officers came to give their financial report for the year. The ladies have donated $800,769.94 to their respective fire companies over the past year.

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS

Secretary Elmer Steele summarized the communications:
· Letter from DEMA reference to Homeland Security Grant Program
· Letter from Chamber of Commerce reference to changes that lie ahead

· Letter from Hartly Fire Co. supporting J. Allen Metheny for Treasurer of the DVFA

· Letter from the Office of Management and Budget approving our application for State Employee’s Charitable Campaign

· Letter from Felton Fire Co. supporting Bill Betts for 2nd Vice President of the DVFA
· Letter from Sussex County Firefighter’s Association supporting Ted Walius for President of the DVFA
· Letter from Sussex County Firefighter’s Association supporting Elmer Steele for Secretary of the DVFA
· Letter from Kent County Department of Finance approving our Community Service Grant
· Letter from Lewes Fire Department thanking the DVFA for our support during the LODD, Line of Duty Death of Tim McClanahan

· Letter from Felton Fire Co. supporting Ken Ryder for Director of the DVFA

· Letter from Frederica Fire Co. supporting Bill Betts for 2nd Vice President of the DVFA

· Letter from Kent County Firefighter’s Assoc. providing names for the Finance Committee
· Letter from Kent County Firefighter’s Assoc. supporting Ken Ryder for Director of the DVFA

· Letter from Kent County Firefighter’s Assoc. supporting J. Allen Metheny for Treasurer of the DVFA

· Letter from Kent County Firefighter’s Assoc. supporting Bill Betts for 2nd Vice President of the DVFA
REPORT OF THE OFFICERS

President Joseph Zeroles: The President thanked the officers and everyone in the audience for their support over the past 3 years. It takes everyone working together to get things done and again I want to thank all of you. Some numbers to report; during the 4th Quarter, President Zeroles attended 33 functions, spent 355.5 hours in service and traveled 3,159 miles. His final totals for the 2015-2016 year were; attended 143 events/functions, traveled 13,588 miles and spent 1,072.5 hours in service. President Zeroles appointed the DVFA Financial committee;
DVFA Financial Committee as presented today

DVFA
 


Allen Metheny, Chairman

Kent County


Jeff Eisenbrey


Sussex County

Ron O’Neal

Pablo Reyes





Bill Tobin





Bob Yerkes





Ray Stevens

New Castle County

Dan Burris


LADVFA

Pam Ingle

Francis Williams




Saralee Stevens





Bernie Nutter





Deb Lawhead

President Zeroles stated that this committee will take over as soon as this Conference is over.

1st Vice President Theodore Walius: Stated that his report was in electronic form and filed with the office. He thanked everyone for a great year and looking forward to everyone’s help and support in the coming year.  Numbers for the 4th quarter; 26 events/functions, traveled 2,930 miles and in service for 311½ hours. His totals for the year are; 104 events, 12,029 miles and 812 ½ hours 
2nd Vice President Richard Perillo: Stated that his report was in electronic form and filed with the office. He thanked everyone for a great year and is looking forward to the coming year.
Secretary Elmer Steele: Stated that his report was also in electronic form and filed with the office. During the 4th quarter, Secretary Steele has attended 29 functions, spent 141 hours in service and traveled 3,310 miles. His final totals for the 2015-2016 year were; attended 108 functions, spent 478 hours in service and traveled 11,670 miles while representing the DVFA. Congratulated President Zeroles on a great year.
Treasurer J. Allen Metheny: It gives me great pleasure to present the attached Treasurer’s Report for the period June 7, 2016 through September 10, 2016. This report includes both the DVFA Operations and the Conference account balances.
Total Conference assets: $166,782.69    

Total Operations assets: $479,733.59
Grand total of all assets: $646,516.28

Since the last meeting, I prepared the financial records of the Association for audit by our CPA firm. Everything went well with the audit. The Chairman of the Audit Committee will give his report later in the meeting. I also met with the DVFA Officers and Board of Directors and Budget Committee to develop the operating budget for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 which will be presented for approval today.

If anyone has any questions, please see me. I look forward to serving as your Treasurer for one more year. Thanks for your support in the past and I trust I can count on your support for the future. I trust the Conference is going well for everyone. 

Executive Manager Warren Jones:  Warren gave a report on the legislative session for the past year. 
· HB406 (background checks) When the bill was passed there was a 90 day window for it to take affect after it was signed by the Governor. It was signed on July 22, 2016. It would take effect on October 22, 2016. We are in the process of working with SBI to come up with a form for you all to use. When you interview your new applicant you will give him or her this form for them to take to SBI for their background check.
· Ballistic Vests: The JFC added $50,000.00 to the Commission budget for the purchase of ballistic vest. The Commission is working on a process for distribution of those funds.
· Smoke Detectors: The JFC also allocated $200,000.00 from the mortgage settlement funds for smoke detectors for needy families in your districts. The Wake Up Delaware committee will be handling this campaign.
· Poster and Essay: As mentioned previously; we have come to an agreement with the Superintendents of the schools to allow our program in their school districts. We reaffirmed that at their meeting on September 1. I hope that you have distributed the contest packets to each school. If you run into a school who is not cooperating please let us know so we can contact the Superintendent.
· Communications: It has become more and more evident that the biggest problem facing us is communications with the leadership of most fire companies. While the DVFA Officers give a report at each county meeting, the majority of the leadership do not attend county or DVFA meetings. In order to better improve the communications, the DVFA Office will send each President and Chief, once a month, a monthly report. Therefore, it is important that we have the email address of each President and Chief. If there are other members of your leadership in your fire companies please forward us their email and we will add them to the leadership distribution list. We will only send out pertinent information and not overload you with emails.
· We will also include the leadership of the county associations in that email.

· Officer’s Reports: Every DVFA meeting the DVFA Officers say to you their report is submitted electronically to the office but you never get to see them. We will now post on our website these reports.

· Symposium: The 2017 Symposium will be held on Saturday, March 11, 2017 at the Atlantic Sands in Rehoboth Beach. We listened to evaluations and will change the format. More on this once the committee has its first meeting. If you know of someone who is well rounded enough to speak to all aspects of the fire service please send me an email with their name and if you have it, contact information

· DVFA Office: The DVFA office is not a 9 to 5 operation. If you have a question or need any help any time, any day, email or call. We will be happy to help in any way we can.  
Introduction of Out-of-State Guest:
Steve Austin introduced the Out of State guests that were in attendance this morning;

· Virginia State Firefighter’s Association (VSFA) President Jeff Flippo brought greetings from the Commonwealth of Virginia.
· Cumberland Valley Volunteer Firemen’s Association (CVVFA) Past President Hoby Howell brought greetings from their Association. 
· Maryland State Firemen’s Association (MSFA) Past President Bob Cumberland brought greetings from the State of Maryland. 
· Eastern Division of IAFC President Bill Betts brought greetings from the IAFC. 
· Delmarva Firemen’s Association 1st Vice President Clayton Yocum, Sr. brought greetings from their Association. 
DVFA Foundation:  Steve Austin gave a brief report as to the activities of the foundation. They are seeking a grant from Mid-Del. The foundation will be awarding a scholarship this year.
Delaware State Fire Prevention Commission:  Chairman Dave Roberts introduced the commissioners that were in attendance. Protocols and regulations continue to be a work in progress.  Dave stated that there has been $920,000.00 dispersed from the traffic fines this year. He thanked Anthony Guzzo on a great year as commissioner.

Delaware State Fire Marshal: Fire Marshal Grover Ingle’s report;
· Fire Deaths – Currently, there are four (4) fire deaths, one (1) with a working smoke alarm and three (3) without a working smoke alarm. 
· Deputy Fire Marshal I, vacant position(s) for New Castle County Division. One Deputy Fire Marshal I has been hired and started on August 15. James Sager was the successful candidate. Currently he is in training at the Delaware State Police Academy. I am currently awaiting a new list to proceed with filling the second position.
· Juvenile Fire Setter Intervention Coordinator – Jennifer Adams has been hired for this position and started her employment on September 6.
· Administrative Specialist I Dover Headquarters Division – As a result of two vacancies in the Dover office, Dawn Lynch and Donna Burnett have been hired as Administrative Specialist I beginning on September 6.

· Annual report has been completed and distributed to the Commission, President’s, Fire Chief’s, Governor, the legislature and other associations, as well as being on our website. Congratulations to the Staff for their hard work throughout the year.

· DFIRS reports – We continue to work with each Company on their submittals and cleaning up the data. The annual report reflects the information provided by the Fire Departments/Companies for the calendar year 2015.
· The benefits of residential sprinkler brochure is on our website, along with brochures available to the home builders and contractors for their use. Our office continues to work with the Delaware Fire Sprinkler Coalition on this subject.
· Congratulations to President Zeroles on a successful year and we look forward to working with incoming President Walius and his Officer’s during the upcoming year.

· Congratulations to President Pennington from the State Fire Chief’s Association for a successful year and we also look forward to working with President Jester and his Officer’s in the coming year. 

Delaware State Fire School: Director Robert Newnam 
· Thanked the DVFA table officers, the Advisory committee, the 1st responders and the office staff for their support to the school this past year. 
· Thanked Warren Jones for his help with the various legislative issues and the Fire Commission for their support on EMS issues. 
· Biff stated that the school has received an AFG grant. 
· There are 1514 EMT’s in the State, of those 1467 are NREMT’s

· Remodeling facilities in all 3 Counties

· Will need our help next year for a $250,000.00 request in their budget 
National Volunteer Fire Council: J. Allen Metheny stated that the Council is working on several issues that affect the fire service. Meeting next week in Charleston, SC
Delaware State Fire Chief’s Association: 1st Vice President Terry Jester brought greetings from their Association. Thanked everyone for their support this past year. Rick Lasky will be the guest speaker tonight at the Conference meeting in Cheswold. Come out and enjoy yourself.
Delaware State Fire Police Association: President Alvin Schmick brought greetings from their Association. Their new Officers were installed last night.
Delaware State Emergency Medical Services Association: President Jennifer Knox brought greetings from the State EMS Association. New Officers were installed last night.
Mutual Relief Association: Chairman Steve White stated that there will be a vote taken today to re-new the Mutual Relief insurance policy and to accept the AD&D policy. Please have your delegates/alternates at the meeting. Meeting will be at 3:30 in this room.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Credentials Committee:  Earle Dempsey gave the following report; 

· Kent County


16 out of 18 Companies registered

· Sussex County

All 21 Companies registered
· New Castle County

All 21 Companies registered
Finance & Audit Committee:  Chairman George Pyott stated that the Association books have been audited and found to be in good order. Budget for FY 17’ has been prepared and will need to be voted on under the proper order of business. We will be able to transfer $33,000.00 to savings.
Life Safety Committee:  Chairman Guy Hudson stated that fire prevention is in October. Packets are out. If you have any questions, contact your County representative. Please fill out your paperwork properly for the matching funds.
Conference Committee: John McKenzie 

· Thanked the sponsors and vendors. 

· Stated that next year the Conference will be September 12 – 16, 2017. There will be no EMS classes on Monday, so Conference will actually start on Tuesday.
NOMINATION OF OFFICERS
President: Theodore H. Walius nominated by Chief Andy Jones and seconded by Past President Jay Jones
1st Vice President: Richard T. Perillo nominated by Chief Thomas Finacchario and seconded by DVFA Past President Charles Frampton 
2nd Vice President: Willard R. Betts, Jr. nominated by President Steve White and seconded by Past Chief Alvin Schmick
Secretary:  Elmer B. Steele nominated by President William Hearn and seconded by Past President Ron Scott

Treasurer:  J. Allen Metheny nominated by Clarence Rod O’Neil and seconded by Chief Steve Connors

Director, Kent County (3 Years): Ken Ryder nominated by KCVFA President Earle Dempsey and seconded by Bill Jester  
Past President Director:  Anthony Guzzo. This is an automatic appointment and does not need to be nominated

Motions and seconds were made after each office to close the nominations for that office.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Warren read the Proposed By-Law change reference to a permanent conference committee
ARTICLE VI: Annual Conference          Currently Reads;

The Annual Conference of the Delaware Volunteer Firefighter’s Association shall be held in conjunction with the Ladies Auxiliary of the Delaware Volunteer Firefighter’s Association. The Annual Conference shall be held each year at a date and time decided by the convention committee and approved by the Executive Committee. The dates for the following years conference shall be announced by the last day of the current years conference. 

The conference shall be run by a conference executive committee appointed by the President. The Chairman of the conference executive committee shall alternate by county with the chair being from the same county as the President of the Association.

ARTICLE VI: Annual Conference            Change to;

The annual Conference of the Delaware Volunteer Firefighter’s Association shall be held in conjunction with the Ladies Auxiliary of the Delaware Volunteer Firefighter’s Association. The Annual Conference shall be held each year at a date and time decided by the conference committee and approved by the Executive Committee. The dates for the following years conference shall be announced by the last day of the current years conference.

The conference shall be run by a permanent conference executive committee, with representation from each county and the ladies auxiliary, appointed by the DVFA Officers.
Motion by Les McCourt (Mill Creek) and seconded by Anthony Guzzo (Hockessin) to accept the proposed by-law change.   

Much discussion took place with lots of questions; where did this change come from, (exploratory committee recommendation), what does permanent mean, who does this committee answer to, does the DVFA body have input into conference decisions or does the committee have full power, in the past things have been changed between the conference committee, the executive committee and the DVFA body and we end up back to where we started. Will this continue with this new committee???  Most questions could not be answered.
Motion by Charlie Arnold (Lewes) and seconded by Tom DiCristofaro (Claymont) to add the following amendment: the Conference shall be run by a Conference executive committee, where the chair, representatives from each county and ladies auxiliary will be appointed every 5 years by the DVFA Officers.

Much more discussion took place regarding the amendment and the original proposal. Still too many unanswered questions.
The parliamentarians ruled that the amendment was out of order since it would change the original proposal and that per the by-laws, each member company would be required to receive a 30 day notice, since this amendment would change the original by-law that was presented.

Motion by Stephen Maichle (Wilmington Manor and seconded by Ike Guessford (Odessa) to table the proposed by-law change.           Motion carried  

NEW BUSINESS
· A motion was made by Ed Welch, (Harrington) and seconded by Bill Hearn, (Laurel) to have the Secretary cast a favorable ballot for all uncontested offices and that the Treasurer cast a favorable ballot for the uncontested office of Secretary.   Motion carried
                Favorable ballots were cast for each office
· Bill Tobin (Memorial) raised a question as to the make-up of the DVFA Financial committee that was appointed today with representation from the 3 Counties and the ladies auxiliary. The list that was put out today lists the Treasurer as the Chairman. That should not be the case. President Zeroles stated that the committee will be able to appoint their own chairman and that the Treasurer will serve in an advisory capacity only to this committee.


· A motion was made by George Pyott, (Cheswold) and seconded by (Dave Dixon), Gumboro to accept the FY 17’ budget.  Much discussion took place regarding the budget; members want to see a comparison from one year to the next, members want a break-down on officer travel expenses, members want a break-down on officer expenses, members suggested that since there is an excess in the operations account and money is being transferred to the savings account, why can’t some of that excess be transferred to the conference account. Many other questions and comments were made regarding the proposed FY17’ budget. President Zeroles called for the vote to accept the budget as presented.

Motion was defeated
· A motion was made by Bill Tobin (Memorial) and seconded by Al Townsend (Dagsboro) that the Financial committee and the DVFA Officers work together to review the proposed budget within the next 2 weeks and get the info out to the companies for their review. After much discussion, 1st Vice President Walius stated that the info from the committee and the officers would be sent out by mail/email to all companies before the December meeting for their review.           Motion and the second was withdrawn.
· A motion was made by Bill Tobin (Memorial) and seconded by Al Townsend (Dagsboro) that the DVFA Financial committee and the DVFA Officers work together to review and revise the FY17 budget, with comparison spending, and make a presentation at the December DVFA Executive meeting. All member companies will receive the new proposed budget by mail/email before the December meeting.  Motion and second was withdrawn
· A motion by Bill Tobin (Memorial) and seconded by Al Townsend (Dagsboro) that the new budget will be presented at the December meeting that will show the fiscal spending of last years budget in relation to this years budget with comparison spending for the proper expenditures of the new budget.     Motion carried   All member companies will receive a copy of the proposed FY17’ budget before the December Executive meeting for their review.
· A motion was made by Alan Robinson (Citizen’s Hose) and seconded by Steve White (Frederica) to extend the current budget through the December meeting.    Motion carried     
· A motion was made by Stephen Maichle (Wilmington Manor) and seconded by Alan Robinson (Citizen’s Hose) to make Governor Jack Markell an Honorary Member of the DVFA.         Motion was defeated
· A motion was made by Alvin Schmick (Frederica) and seconded by Bob Yerkes (Houston) to accept the June 12, 2016 Executive committee minutes, with the amendment.              Motion carried
· A motion was made by Tom DiCristofaro (Claymont) and seconded by Mike Brittingham (Camden-Wyoming) that no more than 3 DVFA Officers travel to events at one time at the expense of the DVFA.         Motion carried       Motion takes effect as of this date.
· Director Ron O’Neal (Millsboro) stated that as a Director, he was asked to leave the budget meeting in Farmington. His concern is that why aren’t all table officers allowed to participate in the DVFA meetings. President Zeroles stated that it was his mistake and that it will not happen again. Directors are important to the DVFA and should be included.

PAYMENT OF BILLS
Treasurer J. Allen Metheny presented bills totaling $203,119.96 for payment. Motion by Ed Welch (Harrington) and seconded by Les McCourt, (Mill Creek) to pay the bills.      Motion carried
[image: image3.emf]
GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION
· 1st Vice President Walius stated that Ray Stevens will be removed as Chairman of the scholarship committee and Mike Lowe will become Chairman.
· Wally Poppe (Delaware City) discussed a fund raiser that was being planned in New Castle County for Special Olympics Over the Edge.
· It was stated that the pension money should be sent to the DVFA office and not to a personal address.

· Scholarship program needs to be reviewed and revised. Very few of the winners were in attendance today due to their class schedules.

· Rick Clark (Townsend) is looking for info on how to get funding for career EMT’s

· President Zeroles publicly thanked Warren for his support this past year

There being no further business to claim the attention of the members, the meeting was recessed until 8:30 AM on September 16, 2016 for the Memorial Service. SCVFA Chaplain Charlie Arnold was called on for the benediction. 

Adjourned at 1:35 PM
The 96th Annual

DELAWARE VOLUNTEER

FIREFIGHTER’S ASSOCIATION

MEMORIAL SERVICE
                                                          [image: image4.jpg]S





Friday, September 16, 2016 8:30 a.m.

Dover Downs, Rollins Center  

Dover, Delaware

IN MEMORY OF OUR

FIREFIGHTERS

AND 

LADIES AUXILIARY MEMBERS 
       
OPENING REMARKS

Grover P. Ingle, Master of Ceremonies
INVOCATION

Pastor Robert Hudson, Chaplain, DVFA
CHORAL ARRANGEMENT

DVFA & LADVFA Choir

My Shephard Will Supply My Need          (Arr. By Virgil Thomson)

WORDS OF COMFORT

Jennifer Yoder, Chaplain, Ladies Auxiliary DVFA
Pastor Robert Hudson, Chaplain, DVFA

UNVEILING OF THE CROSSES

Joseph Zeroles, President, DVFA

Mary Frances Eisenbrey, President, Ladies Auxiliary DVFA

Phil Pennington, President, State Fire Chiefs Association

Alvin Schmick, President, State Fire Police Association

Jennifer Knox, President, State Emergency Medical Services Association

CHORAL ARRANGEMENT

I Do Not Sleep          (Words by Gene Grier/Music by David Lantz III)
READINGS BY

THE LADIES AUXILIARY PRESIDENTS

Mary Frances Eisenbrey, President, Ladies Auxiliary DVFA

Shirley Pennington, President, Kent County Volunteer Firefighter’s Auxiliary

Bobbi Albright, President, Auxiliary Sussex County

Mary Alice Maichle, President, Ladies Auxiliary New Castle County

CHORAL ARRANGEMENT

You Raise Me Up          (Arr. By Teena Chinn)

INTRODUCTION OF THE MEMORIAL PRESENTATION

Karen Barlow, Secretary, Ladies Auxiliary DVFA

Elmer Steele, Secretary, DVFA

Remembering the passing of 98 men and 51 ladies from the past year
There were 3 DVFA Past Presidents in these numbers:

DVFA Past President M. Frank King
DVFA Past President Robert “Tater” Sweetman
DVFA Past President Clarence Schwatka, Jr.
There was 1 LADVFA Past President in these numbers

LADVFA Past President Emily Bender
There is 1 Line of Duty Death to report this year
Tim McClanahan of the Lewes Fire Dept.

THE MEMORIAL PANORAMA

Edited and Produced by: Delaware State Fire School
MOMENT OF SILENCE

TAPS

BENEDICTION  


Jennifer Yoder, Chaplain, Ladies Auxiliary DVFA

MUSICAL SELECTION 

MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL PIPE AND DRUM
RECESSIONAL

95th DVFA Educational/Political Luncheon

12:00 Noon in Ball Room A/B of the Rollins Center
Call to Order and opening comments by M/C Steve Austin

Let’s pretend we are in a race here today. Let’s make this event a sprint race, rather than a 10K educational race. I’ll need the cooperation of the speakers today and you all in attendance.

Our friends from government who are with us today recognize what the fire service means to our State and I will speak for all of us in saying that we appreciate your support year after year.

Our relationship with you was no better demonstrated than by two of our former M/C’s of this event; E. Reynolds Bradley and Norman Tate. One was a D and the other an R who epitomized the DVFA relationship with our elected and appointed leadership; that being political without being partisan. This luncheon is about that relationship and is dedicated to their memory.

To all our honored guests, I assure you that just as we have since 1775 the volunteer fire service, with your help, will continue to protect lives and property of our fellow citizens.
I welcome each and every one of you and thank you for your untiring support

Invocation by DVFA Chaplain Bob Hudson
Pledge to our Flag led by our senior Past President who presided over this Association in 1973, Past  President Ike Guessford
Our luncheon sponsor is M & T Bank. Joining us today is Vice President Nancy Choma and several members of the M & T staff.
Opening comments and remarks by Attorney General Matt Denn

President Zeroles made a few comments and remarks. On behalf of the 2016 DVFA Officers, a check for $1,500.00 was presented to the Foundation. Following his remarks, Andrew Donnelly from the Governor’s Office presented Joe with his paperwork for his term as a member of the Fire Prevention Commission.

Challenge for Fallen Firefighters and DVFA Foundation from Vince Jacono and members of the DVFA Foundation. Donations in the amount of $3,045.00 were collected during the luncheon. Delmarva Power contributed $300.00 making a total of $3,345.00
Lunch was served by the Dover Downs Hotel staff. 

The LADVFA visited during the luncheon and presented a check in the amount of $1,349.00 to go to the DVFA Foundation

There was an additional $219.00 added to the Foundation collection. The final total of all funds came to $4,913.00

Jack Wilson (Seaford) discussed the softball tournament that was held in Seaford last month and that a check for $7,730.00 was being presented to the burn camp. John Lattomus was called to the stage to accept the check.

Special Presentation: Representative Danny Short (Seaford) read a tribute to John Lattomus for his work and dedication to the Delaware Burn Camp. All Representatives and Senators that were in attendance made their way to the stage for the presentation. This is only the 9th time that both Representatives and Senators have made a combined presentation at the same time.
· Introduction of Head Table
· Steve read a note from Senator Tom Carper since he was unable to attend today
· Remarks from Senator Chris Coons. Presented Joe with an American flag.
· Remarks from Congressman John Carney
· Remarks from US Fire Administrator Ernie Mitchell
· Remarks from Auditor Tom Wagner
· Remarks from Insurance Commissioner Karen Weldin Stewart


· Introduction of Delaware Elected and Appointed Officials by Executive Manager Warren Jones

· Remarks from Bill Webb, CFSI. Christmas ornament on sale. 


· Remarks and presentation from President Michael Davis, MD State Firemen’s Association
Introduction of Special Fire Service Guests

· Past Presidents DVFA

· Chairman Dave Roberts and the members of the DE State Fire Prevention Commission
· Fire Marshal Grover Ingle and staff

· Fire School Director Biff Newnam and staff
· DEMA Director A.J Schall

· DVFA Fireman of the Year James A. Mood
· Cumberland Valley Firemen’s Association
· Delmarva Firemen’s Association
· Col McQueen and the command staff of DSP
Benediction by Chaplain Bob Hudson at 2:20 PM
DVFA Partners in Progress

· President’s Level


M & T Bank 












Delmarva Power
Motorola
· Deputy Chief’s Level


PNC Bank

Atlantic Emergency Solutions
Provident Insurance
Office of EMS, State of Delaware
· Captain’s Level


Kent County Levy Court
WSFS Bank
DVFA Mutual Relief
Delaware City Refining
Delaware Electric Co-Op





Magnum Electronics

· Firefighter’s Level


Graves Uniforms
Wilmington University
Del-One Federal Credit Union
Chesapeake Utilities

Horizon Services
Stano & Feeley Family Funeral Home
Delmarva Broadcasting
DVFA/LADVFA Joint Installation

Friday, September 16, 2016
5:00 PM in Ball Room C of the Rollins Center

M/C for the installation was Mike Rush
Stair guards were posted:  Brian Lewis (Farmington) and Joshua Dempsey (Cheswold)
Please turn off or mute all cell phones and pagers.

The following officers, chaplains and escorts were introduced:

DVFA Chaplain – Pastor Robert Hudson
LADVFA Chaplain - Jennifer Yoder
DVFA Installing Officer - Chief Jack Cannon, Bridgeville Fire Co. 
LADVFA Installing Officer - LADVFA Past President Saralee Stevens
LADVFA Installing Marshall – Past Sussex County President Stacy Northam-Smith
DVFA President - Joseph Zeroles escorted by his wife, Debbie
LADVFA President - Mary Frances Eisenbrey escorted by her husband, Jeff
DVFA President elect - Theodore Walius escorted by his daughter, Audrey
LADVFA President elect - Lois Pearson escorted by her husband, Donald
DVFA First Vice-President elect - Richard Perillo escorted by his son, Richard
LADVFA First Vice-President elect - Lynn Warner escorted by her husband, Harry
DVFA Second Vice-President elect - Willard Betts escorted by his wife, Louise 
LADVFA Second Vice-President elect – Penny Gentry escorted by her husband, Dennis
DVFA Secretary elect - Elmer Steele escorted by his wife, Sandy

LADVFA Secretary elect - Karen Barlow escorted by her husband, Ed
LADVFA Assistant Secretary elect - Jackie Guzzo escorted by her husband, Anthony
DVFA Treasurer elect - J. Allen Metheny escorted by his wife, Barbara

LADVFA Treasurer elect - Regina Headley-Marvel escorted by Stacy Northam-Smith
LADVFA Assistant Treasurer elect - Kim Figgs escorted by her mother, Joyce

DVFA 3 Year Director from Kent County - Ken Ryder escorted by his wife, Joey 
Past President/Director - Anthony Guzzo escorted by his wife, Jackie
M/C Rush requested President Eisenbrey and President Zeroles to reconvene their respective meetings

Stair guards may be seated with their companies

Invocation given by DVFA Chaplain Bob Hudson
Pledge to flag led by President Emeritus Lou Amabili
LADVFA President Mary Frances Eisenbrey gave her final remarks and thanks

DVFA President Joseph Zeroles gave his final remarks and thanks

LADVFA Past President, Saralee Stevens, assisted by Stacy Northam-Smith installed the following LADVFA officers for the year 2016-2017:


President - Lois Pearson from Greenwood Ladies Auxiliary
1st Vice-President - Lynn Warner from Talleyville Ladies Auxiliary
2nd Vice-President – Penny Gentry from Little Creek Auxiliary

Secretary - Karen Barlow from Holloway Terrace Ladies Auxiliary


Assistant Secretary - Jackie Guzzo from Hockessin Ladies Auxiliary

Treasurer - Regina Headley-Marvel from Georgetown Ladies Auxiliary
Assistant Treasurer - Kim Figgs from Delmar Ladies Auxiliary

LADVFA officers were presented with their officers’ pins.

Past President, Mary Frances Eisenbrey, was presented with her past president’s charm and necklace
Chief Jack Cannon, Bridgeville Fire Co. installed the following DVFA officers for the year 2016-2017:


President - Theodore Walius from Ellendale Fire Co.
1st Vice-President – Richard T. Perillo from Brandywine Hundred Fire Co.

2nd Vice-President - Willard Betts from Frederica Fire Co. 
Secretary - Elmer Steele from Laurel Fire Co.


Treasurer - J. Allen Metheny from Hartly Fire Co.


3 Year Director from Kent County - Ken Ryder from Felton Fire Co.

Past President/Director - Anthony Guzzo from Hockessin Fire Co.
DVFA officers were presented with their officers’ pins, individually, by their respective spouse/escort
Past President Joseph Zeroles was presented with his past president’s pin and a plaque with gavel
LADVFA President, Lois Pearson, gave her remarks and appreciation
DVFA President, Theodore Walius, gave his remarks and appreciation
M/C Mike Rush asked all DVFA and LADVFA Past Presidents to stand and be recognized
M/C Mike Rush recognized DVFA Executive Manager Warren Jones and thanked him for his continued hard work.
LADVFA President Lois Pearson and DVFA President Theodore Walius entertained motions to close the conference for 2016.

MOTION was made by Janet White (Frederica) and seconded by Sandy Warrick (Cranston Heights) that the 2016 LADVFA conference be adjourned.      Motion carried
MOTION was made by Charles Frampton (Brandywine Hundred) and seconded by John McKenzie (Carlisle) that the 2016 DVFA conference be adjourned.      Motion carried
Stair guards were requested to post their position.
Benediction was given by LADVFA Chaplain Jennifer Yoder.

Respectfully submitted,

Elmer B. Steele
Elmer B. Steele, Secretary

Delaware Vol. Firefighter’s Assoc.

Attest to;
Warren Jones



Joseph Zeroles
          


Executive Manager



2016 DVFA President
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